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<} CONTRIBUTION TO NIt 35/2: M“FROBABLE DEVELOFMENTS N 4
TH INDOCHINA » .

CURRENT SITUATION IN - THDOCHINA

2w What i the eprrenmt situstion in Indoching with respect to the

followings

1. The status of combet cperabions in Vigtnam, Laos, and Cambodis?
The rainy sesson hes greatly raduced combat sctivity in the
fenkin area. Both the Viet Mink and French Union forces heve been resting
and reiiviing durksg thls period. In cebtmi and south Vietnan, Carbodisn,
and Lacs, the Viet Minh hove mainbed ned sufficient preaaum ageinet Franch
Union Forces to prevent the transfer of tmoops irom dhose areas to Tonkin.
Guerilla warfaro conbinues thwroughout Tndeshina.

o »mat wonda have thera heen in the past six months in

rolative military strengbh, combat effectiveness and Yecticsl dispositlon

of French-Indochinese and Vieh Mink forces?

(1) Strength - The relative strengbh of the Fromch
Ansoeietod Stabes and Viet Minh forcos has not changed substentially since
1 Jenuary 1952. It is estimetzd thetp the losses oufferad by the Vied Minh
during the Hoa Einh campaien snd subaequent operations in the Red Eiver
Delba have been largely wveplaceds The expansicn of the Asscciated Statsos
Armed Forces sincs L Jomuery 1992 has nob appreclsbly affceted the balunge
of military strength in Indochina.

{2) Coubat Effectivensss - Sirce 1 Januery 1952, the

Eﬁ*énch Associated States forces have mode o 8light gain over the Viet Minh
in over-~all combat ef fectivenaags.

| (1) Althongh the Viot Mirh Pirst-lins units displayed
a considorable izﬁsréase in copbed offectivencss during tho Hos Binh campaign,
this increased cffoctivenoss was nob evident in svbsstuuent oporations 'b:;'
tha seond-lina Viet Minh unita (316%h and 320th Diviasions) within the Red
River Uniia. HMacsle reportedly is low in some Yieb Minh noils in Tonkino,

The sick rate in meny unils iz high, and the Leass of neny axp«a;vienc@d

Iﬁa?:ll\g:iselea cadie parsomnel through abtrition hes adversellpafiecspd the covbab eﬁf&,w—ﬁ
& , Bovlew of fiis dockmant by GIA has i
se tivencas of most Viet Minh undts in Tonkin, _ Eeterwued £ =
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In CochineChine, a major decrease in Viet Minh
capabilities was indicated whar the Commmnists dissolved, at least {emporarily,
more than half of their regolar units and utili,ed these in the training of
depleted reglonal i‘orcés.

() The flow of Chinese Cormunist materiel to the Viat Minh
nosg baen move than offsel by the continued arrivel of large quantitien of
HDAP equirment. The mobility and effectivensse of French Union reaarved in
the Tonkin area have greatly incressed as a result of receiving large
numbers of moter vehioles during aarly 1952,

(¢} In unit firepawer and in materiel, the forces of the
French Associated States are superior to the Viet Minh. The resultant re;
duction in relati'ée combat offectivencss of Viet Minh forcea in this area
ensblod the Pronch-Vistnamese forces to make delinite gains in pacifylng
certain regions of Coghin-China. '

(3) Dispesition -~ Ho major changes have occurred in the tectical
dd.spositions of opposing forces in Indochina since the withdrawal of French
farees from the Hoa Binh salient on 23 Februsry. Of the nins Viet Mink
regiments which had infiltrated into the French perimster in Tonicin st the
closs of the Hoa Binh campaign, four stil) remained on 1 July. .

b, What are present French-Indoohinese capabilities to:

(1) Expand their erea of control snd inflict heavy losses on

the Viet Minh, sssumine the present naturs and degree of Chinese Communigt
espistance to the Viet Minh?

(a) Control - While the Fremch Union forces have sufficiérrb
fivepower and mobility to permit limlted offensive operations against the
Viet Minh, these forces are not now considered capable of gainiﬁg and main-
teining conbrol over aignificsnt sreas of yist Minheheld torritory

1. The contimed arrival of French replecements and
the contimed strengthening of French Union forces should permit farther
roduction of Viet Minh activily within the delta by sbout Cotober.
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2. By the latter part. of 1952, the French Union
forces should have the capability of expanding siightly their area of
control in Cochin«Clina, but the sreas of control in Annam, Cambedia, er
Taos ere likely 1o remain substantially unchanged.

3 In gonoral, the expansion of areas of control,
on other than a temparary basis, is no‘l;» in itself a profitable objective
fér the French so long as the Viet Minh forces contimme to avoid engaging
in closs and decisive combat, and Bo long as the French and Vietnamese aré
incepsble of consolidating effectively and defem:lfi.ng their gains.

(b) Losges = The French Union advantage in mobility and
tirepower (an advanteps which probebly will be increased by the grrd.val of
additional MDAP equipment during the next 12 months) gives them the capa-
bility of inflioting heavy losses on the Viet Minh whon the Viet Minh can
ba engaged in ¢lose combat. Kowever, the employment of "hit and run® and/or
guerrilla tactice by the Viet Minh does not now permit the Franch Unlon
forces to effectively exploit their capability,

(2) BHold presently occuplied territory in Indochina _

2gzinst the Viet ¥inh operating with the present natwre and dedﬁhee of
Chiness Communist assistance?

French Union forces in Cambodia, Laos » South and
Central Vietnam should be able to hold their presently held territories
thrcugh mid-1953. In Tonkin the French should be able to hold the ked
River Dolta. Although it is expected that the Viet Minh will re-infiltrate
the Ked River Delta in some force during 1952, it is estimated that Fronch
Union forces will centrol this avea more fimly by the end of 1953 than at
rrosent.

(3) Resist attacks by the Viet Minh operating with sub~

ataxrbially incrsased Chinese Communist sssistance?

(a) It is estimated that the Fremch Unien forces

could hold the aregs that they presently control in Cembodis, Laos end
Cochin China, at least through mid-1953. In Cemtral Vietmam, the French
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(b) Barring the introduction ef Chinese
Gmmmmist troops into Indechina, the Fremsh Union forces probebly could
hold the strategle aress of the Red River Da]:ta“,
(b) Resist attacks by combined Viet Minh-Chinese
Communigt combat farces? ’

The capablliity of the Fromsh Unicn to resiss
sttacks by combinad Viet Minh«Chinese Communist forces is dependent upon
the mumber of Chinsge Communist troops employed and the effectivensss of
their commitment and the amemnt of air support provided. The comusiment
of 150,000 Chinese Cormunist troops in Indochinne-the maximum force which
thay aré loglstically cepable of supporfing=-and particularly if this force
Wore supperted by a.i.r, would f)robablar result in a French mcuation of

. Tenkin before outside sssistance could be brought %o bear. Such an evacus-
tion would be extremely. difﬁeult. In this civcumstancs, the French prm.
pbly would be forced to iniidate a general withdrewel .f.‘rnm Indoch.ma
wiless Western counmteraction promised seme hope of restoring the position
of the French Union in Indochine.

2o No contribution.

3« Wo cmﬁribution.

he The situation in Vied Minh-held territery, including g morals;
food supply, armement production, relstions with Chinese Communista, manbowar

:ea‘burces, and extent and effsctivensss of controls?

(a) General ~ The Viet Minh contime in £irm control of the
‘land, peoples, résaurces and production in most of the aress that they
occupys Thare have bean reports of wnreat in sons Tt’iet Minh areas, including
a révolt of several hundred Cathollics in northsrn Annem during the firad
part of 1952. However, theee activities are scattered and the Viet Mink
generally exercise effective control over thelr ersas.

(b) Morale - Viet Minh morale among the rank and file of
the military forces is believed to be only felr, High casvlties and the
ahsence of a major vietory during 1951 and 1952 have cansed a drop in theiw
moyale. - Morals emong Viet Minh higher echelons both military and political,
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is bolieved good. The gemerel population in many cases is spathetic
toward the Tiet Minh war effart due to continuved poor living cgnditi.onso
{c} Food Supply ~ The Viet Minhk cannot produce sufficient
 quantities of food in their own territory to meet both militery snd
civilian needs. Thay have been forced into impopting foed from Communist
China and infiltrating large numbers of troops inko ﬁhe Hgd River Deltm
for the prinery purpose of collecting rice. It iB estimoted that rice
reids and imports wili. satigfy Vigt Minh minimum |
(d) Armement Production - The Viet Minh produce aome

irenents.

AN W

armament guch g5 gronades, small arms, morters, bascokes and symunition.
Howaver, the indusiay is primitive and thers are no major production
facilities in Viet Minh-held territory. The former railway sheps at. Vinh
are probably the largost facilities availsble for military produstion.
.{e) Relations with Chinese Comwunists - The Viet Minh

and Chinese Communists continve to maintain cleose and apparently rrMndiy
relotions. As manwy as 10,000 Chinese Communist advise‘r"a and technielans
continue to sssist the Vieb Mizh, principslly in the Tonkin ares. |
Idmited mmberg of Viet Minh troops contimue to be trained in Chinsse
Comnuniat territory. Ia northwestern Tonkin, Chiness Gommundist unite
roportedly have setually oreossed the berder to sid the Viet Minh in oper~
ations against French-supporied native guerrillas. However, Chinsge
-Commundst troops have not been 1den'oifie;! in forward areas.

) ’Mangwei' = A recent French study indicated that only
6% of the 211,400,000 people of Vietnam are under tha effective control of
the Vietnam Coverrment, Howsver; the Viet Minh have difficulty in ex~
ploiting the manpower potentisl in sreas under their control since the
heavier populated areas are located within the Red River Delta and in
aveas in CochineChina which are surrounded by French Union troops. 1t is
estimated, howevor, that during the presemt rainy season the Viet Minh
will be able to reconstitute thair regular units,

5
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3« What is the current nature and level of Chiness Commumist

asgigbance to the Viet Minh?

1o During the last querter of 1951, it was expected that aboub
1,000 tons of supplies weuld be furnished to the Viet Minh by the Chingsgs
Communists. *t i3 now eatimated that less than 2,000 tons were actuslly
dellvered during that period. During the first quarter of 1952, the
mmount of aid decreased. This raduction was probably due to the inter-
diction of the northern Tonkin reutes by the Framch, by & shortago of
| gasoli.ne to operate tho some 300 Viet Minh "oﬂmks which transport supplies
from the Indochina«China border to Viat Minh depots and troops, by transe
perd difficulties within Comuniat Chine, mnd poasibl;r by the ready svall-
ability of supplies in GCommunist China.

2. It is bolieved that Chinese Communist materiel aid to the
Viet Minh has increased since Moy, 1952 but has not reached the level
sbtalned during the last quarter of 1951.. The smount of this sid, howavar,
ig probably less than that provided during the lamt quarter of 1951
(less than 700 tons a month). .

3. Military supplies and equipment furnished the Viet Minh by the
Chinese Comunists include gawoline, gun oil, explosives,mapons (mostly smell
armg, moriars and machine guny, plus a few heavier antialreradt and
artillory weapons), medical equipment, quarternaster supplies (including
food and clothing), signal equipment, and vohicles and véhiclar eqiipment.
Hest of the supplies consist of armement ~and exmunition; however, the
amount of the various supplise and equipment supplied by the Ch:’meaé’
Communists in unknown.

ho National Bank of Viet Mink sre printed in Commmist Ching.

5¢  Small shipments of taxbile equipment and other aquipmani‘. for
a nolor repair ship have been reported.

6s The selling of diversified gooda such as moving picture aquip=
ment, elzaz-ooal for wood=burning vehisles, plaster, cloth, paper ang sewlng
machimes te a Viet Minh purchasing comiczsion in Nerning hag bazn raported.
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Je What ig Lhe current aature and level of French suppert to the

~asocinted States of Indochina?

Yo Hilitary

ae Fronch support for the Assodiated Stabes armies ,cur}ently
falis within .‘EI-?O goneral caiegoriess the employment: of French Union Urosps
rader French cermend against the Viet Mink, and the sctivation and training
of Associated States arned forces.

be In the axppnsion of the Assaciate& States armies, the
vronch have transferred Indochinese units from the French regulaor sxwy o
-i;hz-:s_ Associated Stobes armies, furnished cadreg Lor new Associnted States
s (See pafagraph II, A,2,a(2), page 13), and have surplied some non-
cambat emipnent such as ¢lething and boots to the Assecisted States armies.

(1) -As of April 1952, French cadres provided for the

Lpeocisbed States armics were as follows:

Tiatnan Cambodia Ia08 Tobal,

Officers 6Ll ol 69 Tih
WCO's 3,653 Comr el L3k
k2 _ 158 - - 198
Total h,ho2 321 293 5,106

(2) ‘Through 1953, the srmies of the Avseocisbed Stetes
will be eabirely depondent on tha French for air aund armorved {other thé;n.
reconnaissance) suppert end largely dependent om the French for artillery
suppert, especially in heavy artillery (See paragraph IX, 4,2,a3, page 13 ).

) 2« ¥o contribuiion.
3« Fo contvibubion..

Do * What is tho current nature and level of U.S. support 4o the

french and Indochlnses?

1. pilitary
8. The Umited Stabes providea the follewing btypes of zrwy
ald for Indochinas
] The replocement of obgolebe end worneout asquipnent in
she bands of French Unicn forcess ‘
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{3) & levpe shore of the contimuing leglstical roguive=
mnaks of dhe Fremeh in She Torm of ammumliion, spare parte, and the
rapiacaneny. of combat logses.

bhe A United States Military Assistonce Adviscry Group (12A0)
in mainbtained in Ssigon to suporvise. the distribution of U.S. meieriel
dedivered in Indochina. | _ _
Gu: Dxioting Tnited States progrems provide spproximatoly
30 percent of the totel financisl burden of the Indochinese wars As of -
30 Aprdd 19582, a dotal of abond M-h?,OOU,OGC has beon axpendad by the
United States for aid to Jndochina. As of this date, equipment shipped to
Tndechina totalled 91i,600 tons, including 6,000 tons delivered in April
1952, Among the items shipped ame 657 cumbab vehlcles, 5,566 trucke, 1,728
trailers, 78,713 amall srma end aubomsbic weapons (:imluding 140k rocket
E.sw_mahers) 5 1:400 morters and artillery piaces, 18,000,000 rounds of
amasadbion of all types, 280,000 mimes and rockebe, and 3,069 radic sctu.
2. Ho comtribution,
3. ¥o combtributicn.

£ FACTORS AFFECTING FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS TN INDOCHTNA

Ae French-Incochinesa Capabilitles and Probable Gourses of Action

1. How wlll French and Indochinese wlll and intention to rewish

he affected by the followings:

@, Political, coonomie, and military developments im Westcin

Burope, end within metropoliten France, and the Freuch Union?

| (1) ‘In the long berm, politvlcel, ecomomic, and militery
developuents in Western Burope, Framee, and French Werth Africa probabiliy
will be the determining factors in French will aund intention o vesisi in
Tedochina, Ab present and for the foreseecble futwre, France will be
unzble, simlianeously, to proceed with domestic wgcovery, 4o meet Freonch
HATO commltmenta, to stabilize the Worth Africen siiuation, and to torminate

srcpesafully the weor in Indoching.
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(2) The French apparently bave given the following
priority to vhe above comnitmente:
{&) Domestic recovery
(b} WATO |
{c) French Worth Africa
{d) Indochina
(3) The French effort in Indoching is one of necessiby,
0% Gme of choice. Further, Francs probably would like o withdraw fron
indeching as scon as praodicable 17 she cmﬂ.d avoid
1. Adbandorment of har extensive soonomic interogts
whores |
2+ Leaving The country as the worey of the Tiet
iinh and Chinese Conmunists, and
Z¢ Jeopardizing the entire Western position in
Southeast Asia.
bs  Political and cconomic trends witidn Vietnam, Lace, spd
Cambodia, including attitudes towards French imperial comtrol and towsvd
e Chiness Commniets? (To what exbent are the Chinese Commmunists re-

mle:d 2s conquerors and m uhat oxient as liberators from trhlte cordrols?)

(1) The Fremeh will smi intent to reeist in Indochina ars not

1ikely to he greatly influenced by politicel or ecomomic trends within

Indochina,
(2) The aasumption of Premiership by the King of ﬁambudia,
and the replacement in Vietnsum of Tran Ven Huu by by Rguyen Ven Tam will probably
result in closer codperation between the Fremeh and the goverment ofiicials of
those two Statee. Howsver, such cooparation will not be popular with the
general populace of any of the three Aeecciatad Stateﬂ. Indochinese mounries
- of Prench calonial rule, end the desire to achieve complete independencg

will continue to be & constant ang unavoidable eource of diffiéulty in

r
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the flight sgaipst Communism. BHowever, this difficulty la leseened to sone
grtant by the general Indochinegs _antipéthy for the Chlnese, &nd by the
unwillingness on the part of politicelly consclous Indochinese to allow
the newly grented national independence to be overcoue by Commwniem,
e.paclally Chinese Communism.

{3} Although diseidence comsfitutes a potential internsl
danger, 1t iz unlilkely t0 conctitute 8 serious threat to the Fronch Uniom.

¢. Pogelbls tripartite varnings to the Chinese Communists to

keep their troops out of Indochina?

Such public warnings would considerably improve the morals
and peace of mind of both the French and Indochinese, particulsrly {f it
committed the United States and the United Kingdom to the defense of
Indochina in the event of direct Chinese Communist intervention.

8. Chenges in the level of United States economic end wilitary

agsiptance and in the nature of the United Statos commitment for the dafense

of Indoshinny

A reduction in the leval of Unlted States ecomomic and
willtary asslstance would adversely affect both Indochinese and French will
to resist the Communiets in Indochina, Grsater United States comuitments
are likely to Incresse the will of the French and Indochinese and the
capability of the Indochinese to resist.

a. A cease-fire in Korea?}

| {1} A ceape-fire in Eorea probably would ceuse the French
to demand a Western gusrantee of assigtence in the' event of Chinese Commumist
eggrespion in Indochinsa.
{2) 8Sush & guarantee, togsther with a tripartits warning,
provably would offset a French tendency towerd withdrewsl from Indochina
1n the face of the incrsassd threat of possible Chinese Caﬁ:mu,{xist invasion

of indochina that would follovw a cease~Tire in Korea.

(3) The French probebly hope for & seitlement of the. ™.

Indochinase problem in the event of & cease-fire in Korea.
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T.  An expenslon of the Xorean war?

The Fronch probably view with alsrm any posslibility
what the Korean war mipght be extended onto the China mainland as inviting
Chinese Communist intervension in Indochina, and voiding eny hopes for en
Over-all political setilemant in the Fer East. This eventuality, without
strong additional weétern support, probably would adversely affect the
French will to resist in Indochina urless eubstantial Weatern aesistence

were assured.

g Folitloel, militery, and economic developmente elrawhers

in Southeast Amia?

;‘I French will to reaist in Indochina would bte adversely
affacted by Chinede Communist eggression or by increased Chinese Commuzaist
preseures against or within other South &nd Eoutheast Aglsn countries,
unlese the prospecte wers good for large-scale Western asslstance to these
countries as well ae to Indcchina. Continued Buwrmess and Filipim_successee
against indigenous Communist groups should be mildly encouraging %o the
French and Agsocieted States ag examples of the auccaasful development of
uative forces to combat internal Communist groups,

2. What trends in French-Indochinsee capabiiities to resict

or reduce Viet Minh-chi‘nese Communist pressure ere probable?

The French and Aesoclated Statas probably will imprava
slightly their capabilities to resist Communiet pressurs during 1952 ang
1953. The assimilation of Unlted States MDAP aid, the development of
better natl » military leaders » and the incroased combat effectivenses
of the growing nmetive forcos aras likely to result 1n slow improvements,

On the other hand, vit‘ is likely that the Frenq}x may attempt to reduce
the slze of their forces in Indochina as the armles of the Associated
States increase in nﬁmbtsr. Bhould this cceur, It could adversely affact

the eventual Frenth Union capebility to reeist the .Viet Minh,

il
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- The woet hopeful French objective now is to conteln
the Viet Minh in the more unfavorable erese of Indochina and await the
time when & solution to all Far Esstern probleme is poeeible.

a. In trained manpower, organized forces, and material supply

(1ncludin§ United States aid)

(1} French-Vietnamese Forces

(a) Although further development of the armed forces of
the Agsvolated States 1s plarmed through 1954, this expension prohably
will not result in a significant increass in either the nurber of armed
peraonnei or in the puber of organized unite. Cf the 1k battelions to
be added to the Vietnam Army during the remainder of 1952, 12 will be
transferred from exigting native unite of the French colonlel forces. The
non~indigencue strength of the French Union Forces may remaein constant
through 1952, but sowms minor reduction, elther through return of units to,
Fpance and North Africa or a reduction in the rat te of flow of replacsments,
may ocour after 1952. Even though no reduction in the size of the non-
indigenous torces 1:3 made, the total number of' troops in the French ree;ular >

: additionsl '~ T

forces will probebly continue to decrease through 1953 and 1954 as/tranefers
of native units fmm the French tc the Aseociated States forces are made.

(b) Bo long e French cedres snd/or advisors remain with
the expanding Associeted States forces, no decresse in thelr combat effective-
ness 1s foreseen; however, &g experienced French persennel are repleced
by young and relatively inexperienced mtive cadrss, some decrease in the
efficiency, morale, and reliability of the unite muet be expected. The lack
of gqualified netive commanders and staff personncl, perticularly in units
above battalion level, the shortage of junior officers s Will not permit
the Ga_ernments, of the Asscclated Staf.es %o esswig full responsibility for

military operations prior to 1955.

&
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{c) Plany for the expansion of the Assoclated States* armles
thﬁough'l95h do not provide for a force of sufficlent strength, in combipatim
with the French, to insure the militery defest of the Viet Minh.. The most
optimistlc view 1s that they will be cepeble of forcing the Viet Minh
reguiers into wountainousz, thinly populated areas and of reducing to mome
cxtent, but not completely, Viet Minh guerrille ectivity. The couwbined
French Associated States Forces, as presently planned through 195k,
probably will not be capsbie of resisting successfully a large scale coubined
Viet Minh-Chinese Communist offensive.

{d) ﬁmr'wig_mificant redsployment of French forces
to Europe prior to 1955 would correspondingly decrease Fremch and Ascociated
Staten capabilities to reslst the Communlst Forces in Indochina.

(8) Any reduction in current levels of United States &id to
Indochina, except for that resulting from completion of initilal equipping

. of Fremoh-Agpoclated States forces, will llkewise decrease the copabllities of
the French and ths Agsocisted States,

{2) Laotien and Cambodisn Forces

(a) Only sealld increeses are planned for the Laotian snd

Cambodian forces through 1954.
~ (v) In Cembodia, the effort for.the remainder of 1952 will

be devoted to bringing presently orgenized units to full strength. In 1953
and 1954, plaps provide for the sctivation of only two additional infentry
battalions and sowe smwall service end supporting unite. By.31 Decembsr 195k,
the Royal Cembodian Forcee zre schedulsd to total 16,300 wen, including
eight infaniry battalions, one armored battalion, plus small support and
ssrvice unite. ALl arme and combat equipmeﬁt will be provided through Unlted
States MDAP ald.

(o) During 1952, two infantry battalions {ons of these is to
be‘transferred from existing French Colonial unite) and suell support and

service elements are planned for the Leotian aruy.
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B. Yiet Wizh-Opinese Co

<L Action. _
1. Wnat tresds in Yiet Minh-Chinese Cosmmiet capebilities sre
pecbsble tirocdh wid-1953 ssswming a contimmtion of the Fesent aiteation

a. In terss of traiped Viet Minh yanpovert

A2 physicallyefit mop of military age svailsble to tho
¥igt Mink who Bewe roceived military tweining are believed to b serving
1n Viev Kih foross et tho prvsent tino. I? Viet Minh losses during the
ugmtiuml Beascn 1952-53 are cogaEbls to thoze suffered in the pest
ceason, 1t 1s belteved thot the Viet Mish will be capable of ltelewwe
than m'plmm thely losgen. The replasement of qmliﬂ.o& ncn—emuwu
snd compinsioned offisars probebly vill de aiffienlt.

b, Io terms of Yiot Minh sdility to wtild

(1) A2 s remalt of the expericace gaived during the
toe ﬁinh mmian, the H&t }Mizh may be expocted o lugrove ﬂuir alyﬂ.:lt!
20 utilize medium MOILEETT '(120-16c-m) and iight artillery mocu @'Iﬁ-m)
Althongh they are Xnowr to possess heavier artillery pleces (105-mm}, ﬂmu
mw weapand bave soldcm boem orploysd, Training end ammnition wapply . mu
‘l air activity, poor roads @nd the Lesk of véhicle maintedsncs end Popelir fasilt-
‘ tie2 1 ViFCMNY forverd: -eréan; 1158t the Jirgesnosls use. of heaTy veapons, -
* velilelea and othor-besvy equimt.
e, In tezwa of G wmmmtahmuu tom
; ipgrehned volmme of teckmioal and paterisl ssslatopoet

(1) .The emamt of meterisl assistance whioh the Chiaese
Comsmuista tan grovide Tor the Viet Minh prebebly fe limitod murs by the
mm-mwamuﬂquwmwmmmvamuamw
abecrt 1t, then by the lincs of eccmmicaticn in South Chinm.
i
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(2) Tbe Chisese Cueemist ability to jroiwos miiltery
toemo of eguipient Sop the Viet Hiek 18 expeoied to intrease materimlly
5 T severdl mew ereencls £oar Yk Indechind bardsr ogin produstien,
A3t the prosent yroblems of slivery ave 3ikely €0 rewain, the '
"Asiﬁaﬁﬁmms Qezamiate are mix@ble of awmm Lho Mal of their logietic
IRppaRt for Viot Minh m;i&"-:m‘y estivily &uzdng the 1952«55 cporutionmel
i boigh iR :

(3) T Lsct that the wuwder of ekilled tecmiogamn 10
Sotpmint Ching 48 Liwidod jrobobly will secve to yrovent the Uhlosmd
Corvmmdete Srom malerinlly invressing thedr tothumieel advismry aasistance
to the Tiel Minh during vho poried of this catimate.

2. -In bewrm of Ohimese Commnuict sbilities %o gonntt cobed

R e smer T iR e

fexoue in Jadochinal

T de eptinated that the Chinsee Commmist cagsbility to
coxmriy and cupport logletically came 150,000 growmd treops, wm; eir epport,
in Yadccllina zsmgnnhly i1} rumis subotontielly wachongod thvengh mdsigTT.

of tho v in Kokes have or (umunint copsbilitics in Tedovhime?

2. Qsape-Tirs im Koren - A coaso~five in Forea woold lacweato
fhe nlready significent Chiscre Cofrmnist cepadilities 2o invado Indoching.
Imm quantitics of swypiico and eguipment, ss vell ad inproaped grovad
and o8y strengthe, would beeans avellshie to the Chinsuo Commpisis.

b. An cugension of the Koresn war by the UN yrebably would
doerenss prepent Chincce Gummnist capebilitles for direst intorvention in
Indockiin, nud foerease thelr dcpendence cn tho U.8.8.8. far asolatance, 1o
d%reot. propation o ke m&*ﬂﬁmiwa af the UN cporatices, portioulavldy

in Menchurla awld China paopes

i3
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5. fow i) Yist Winh scarase of asti'm Do sffected bY the.
‘ o aisa‘ mw ve an inoressc’ level of waterial saf
2o Fiet Minh grobebly weuld bu limited to the felisuing
m of astion: |
(1) Poricéin and Jimited dbjeotive divinicoal atiasks
-ggaiont the 'l’mkin POTIROLER »
(2) Inriltretion < the Tomkis Delta for the [RIpoe of
coadneting m:m end othor harvessing cgeratioas. )
(3) Cocntimee to condust geerrille sotivity in Cesbedis,
Teon, Smtﬁa end Cortrel Wietnam, ineludiva cocarional pelatively mtvamy
sttacks agoiost taTgets of OPPArtARILY.
b. ¥o_ocotyibution.
8. Detoricrstion in thely ccEbat Hrestivenesat
A sarics declime i Tiet Miuk ocdat effestivenese world
fapce tis Fiet Mizh to refuce the ooale amd effcitivences of their military
operaiions. A occntimusd dsoline would wltimstaly fareo the Wiet Mink i3
ceafine thelr oparaticsa o grorrille astivity.
| 4. An inovesse in their owhet effsetivemuat

i e BT e A MM SR

In cppreciskle incresso in the effectivenspa of Viet Hink

units weuld esble the Vet Nink to lsusch simetensovs attacks of edost
Atvisicanl strenath egeinst Prench posstics in Tonkin end ia central Vietzes.
Rmover, Gwing the Feod af this estimto, 1t 1o eousidered ualikely timt
o cusbat sfFecuivensas of Viet ¥inh maits $n Fonth Vietoss, Leos, aad |
Oesbofls w1l Inovenss subatsntislly. |
| . 2&%&%@% SATeLOEETED

mmm&m«nwmmmmwmwmnmmn
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Should the Chinese Commwists invade Burma and/or Thaileud and provide
additiomz; military assistsuce Wo the ﬁet Migh, the Viet Miuh wondoubtediy
“wonuld inc:;'euse the intengity of their operations sgoivst the Freoch aund.
hsgociated States forces la order to further weaken the positiom of the

Freach in Irndochiuog.
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‘ Security Inf
L, How will Chinese Ucmmu (y ormsau?:"ourses of action in Indochina

m.mwmmm
a. Overall Copmunist interests s snd policy in the Far Fa,st?

(1) It is generslly accepted that the ultimete Cammmnist
objecti.e with réspect to Scutheast Asia is the sliminstion of Western
influence and the subordimation of the eres to Ccamunist domination. Communist
control of Indochins would represent & major gain toward the schievemeni of
that objective.

(2) The geogrephicel loeaticn of Communist Chins with
reapect to Indochins permite the Communists to pursus & patleut policy
of attrition in conducting operations egalust the French in Indochina, vhich,
together with French burdens iu Western Europe and HNorth Africa, could poasibly
force the French to vclunxarily abandon Indochine.

{3) Iu the nbsence of a Soviet decision to initiate ghobal
war, the Communists probably estimete that they can eventuelly gain their
objective in Indochina with less risk of becaming iuvolved in e general war with
{he Western natioms by means short of direct int@;vention.

b. A change in French-Indochinere capabilities?

A mfked decrgasc in Fresch Union capabllities might
result in the provision of increased Chinese Comsunist logistic asslstance iu
order to enable the Viet Mivh to exploit the situation. On the other hend,
an increase ia French Usicn capabilitiés o the oxtemnt of threatening the
exintence of the Viet Minh might briug about dimét Chinese Communist
intervention in Indochina.

c. A chenge in the strength and effectiveness of the Viet

Mioh?
See b. above.
d. A triperiite; warning to keep thelr troops_out of
Indochinal .

A tripettite warning to Commuuist China, with the
mplied threat of retalm'tory action sgeinst the Chinese mainland, probably
would serve as a deterrant to ;di_.rect Chinese Communist intervention in
Indochine, unless the Comuniats- hed already decided to deliberately expand

3?: ar in the Far Eas
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{1) Under present conditions, the umcertainty of

bl

future commitments in Xores might cause the Chinese Commmnists to defer &
declsion with respect to imveding Indochins.

‘ {(2) In the event of & céase-fire in Korea, the Coumwnists
probably .would asgess the rislks of direct ilntervention in Indochina and the
ndvantages to be gained by a quick military victory and would aleo mgsess the
likelihcod éf' achieving thelr cnb;jectives through the contimuation of & ‘
atiritional tmctiés. The détermiuation‘ displayed by the West to defend
indochina couwld well be the determining factor against direct {ntervention.

(3) In the evout that the UN extended the Korcen ver to
the mainland of China, the Communista might decide t’c.') intervens in Indochina
hefore effective Western assistance could be rendeded te the Frenchi, under the
agsurption that Q.obnl way was immingunt. _

f. QOtber contingencies such as the release of Nationalilat

interness in Indochina, combat operations by Chinese Nstionslist tioops in

Soutbeast. Asia, or against the China meinlond, etc.?

(1) It is improbable thet the French release of the
appreximotely 30,000 Chinese Nationalist internees in Indochina o the Formoson
govermment Qould materially affect Chinese Cmmmiut courges of ection in Indochiua.
Similarly, the continued operstion of‘remnan'i; Chinese Nationalists in Burms
against Yunpan probebly wobld not materially affect Commumist couz;sea of action
in Ipdochina. However the exdstence of this Chinese Rationalist force might
be exploited as coe of several excuges for lnitiating offensive sction iw
Indochina or Burmp in the event of s Commmist decision to undertake such

Qperationz.

| {2) The erployment of large numbers of Chimese Naticnalist
troops in Indochius prebably would be of eerlous concern to the Chiness
Communi sts; however, unlees the Tiet Mioh position were seriously threatened,
:i.t‘ is unlimiy that such employment alone would precipitate Chinase Communi st
iptervention.

S No contribubion.
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